@Congress of the Anited States
Washington, DC 20515

September 19, 2014

The Honorable John F. Kerry
Secretary

United States Department of State
2201 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Kerry:

We are writing to request your immediate assistance in helping those persons, including over
1,000 Americans, who are still stranded in Mexico after Hurricane Odile. As we write this,
Tropical Storm Polo is moving toward the area, making the situation all the more urgent to
address.

Hurricane Odile made landfall near Cabo San Lucas early Monday morning as the most powerful
storm ever to strike the Baja Peninsula area. Its winds of 125 miles per hour and torrential rain
devastated the region.

Now four days after the storm, this area remains in crisis. Thousands of people, including many
Americans, face being stranded without electricity or fresh water. Looting has also been
reported.

We need further assistance from the State Department. Therefore, we would request you, in
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, work with Mexican authorities to address the

situation in a number of ways.

First, we need to expedite the movement of people out of the region with any resources available.
This could include air and naval assets.

Second, people who are stranded need to be able to communicate with friends and loved ones.
This may require the repositioning of communications systems.

Third, there are not enough United States officials on the ground able to assist. In light of this,
they need to move to where people are stranded and help those in need reach the airport.

Time is of the essence, and we urge you to work quickly to address this crisis.

Sincerely,

-

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Attached Members of Congress Signing Letter to Secretary of Kerry Regarding Americans
Stranded in Mexico

Eric Swalwell (CA-15)
Patrick Murphy (FL-18)
Joaquin Castro (TX-20)
Elizabeth H. Esty (CT-5)
Raul Ruiz (CA-36)
Michael K. Simpson (ID-2)
Jared Polis (CO-2)
Doris O. Matsui (CA-6)
Daniel B. Maffei (NY-24)

. Rosa L. DeLauro (CT-3)

. Jackie Speier (CA-14)

. Sheila Jackson Lee (TX-18)

. Allyson Y. Schwartz (PA-13)

. Marc A. Veasey (TX-33)

. Anna G. Eshoo (CA-18)

. Daniel T. Kildee (MI-5)

. Bradley S. Schneider (IL-10)

. Brad Sherman (CA-30)

. Beto O’Rourke (TX-16)

. George Miller (CA-11)

. David Loebsack (IA-2)

. Jared Huffman (CA-2)

. Zoe Lofgren (CA-19)

. Steve Israel (NY-3)

. Bradley Byrne (AL-1)

. Tammy Duckworth (IL-8)

. David N. Cicilline (RI-1)

. Carolyn B. Maloney (NY-12)

. Marlin A. Stutzman (IN-3)

. Kevin Cramer (ND-At Large)

. David P. Joyce (OH-14)

. Brett Guthrie (KY-2)

. Bill Johnson (OH-6)

. Mark Meadows (NC-11)

. Steve Stivers (OH-15)

. Mark Sanford (SC-1)

. Tulsi Gabbard (HI-2)

. Ann Wagner (MO-2)

. Andy Barr (KY-6)

. Loretta Sanchez (CA-46)

. Richard E. Neal (MA-1)

. Daniel Lipinski (IL-3)

. Patrick Meehan (PA-7)
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44, Juan Vargas (CA-51)

45. Kyrsten Sinema (AZ-9)

46. David G. Valadao (CA-21)

47. Jerrold Nadler (NY-10)

48. Adam Smith (WA-9)

49. Louise McIntosh Slaughter (NY-25)
50. Alan Grayson (FL-9)

51. Paul Tonko (NY-20)

52. Derek Kilmer (WA-6)

53. Joseph Crowley (NY-14)

54. Theodore E. Deutch (FL-21)
55. Adam B. Schiff (CA-28)

56. Eliot L. Engel (NY-16)

57. Robin L. Kelly (IL-2)

58. Keith J. Rothfus (PA-12)

59. Janice D. Schakowsky (IL-9)
60. Scott H. Peters (CA-52)

61. James P. Moran (VA-8)

62. Rob Woodall (GA-7)

63. Bobby L. Rush (IL-1)

64. Lois Capps (CA-24)

65. Henry A. Waxman (CA-33)
66. Marcy Kaptur (OH-9)

67. Raul M. Grijalva (AZ-3)

68. Ron Kind (WI-3)

69. Tim Ryan (OH-13)

70. Sean Patrick Maloney (NY-18)
71. Grace Meng (NY-6)

72. Joseph P. Kennedy, III (MA-4)
73. Bill Posey (FL-8)

74. Michelle Lujan Grisham (NM-1)
75. Kevin Yoder (KS-3)

76. Joyce Beatty (OH-3)

77. Tom Rice (SC-7)

78. Judy Chu (CA-27)

79. Joe Garcia (FL-26)

80. Cheri Bustos (IL-17)

81. Duncan Hunter (CA-50)

82. Henry Cuellar (TX-28)

83. Carolyn McCarthy (NY-4)



