Congress of the Enited States

Washington, DL 20515
September 8, 2017
The Honorable Rex Tillerson The Honorable James N. Mattis
Secretary Secretary
United States Department of State United States Department of Defense
2201 C Street, NW 1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20520 Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretaries Tillerson and Mattis:

We are writing to ask for your help in helping Americans stranded in the islands of the
Caribbean following Hurricane Irma. Time is of the essence, as a new hurricane, may soon
strike these same locations.

As you are no doubt aware, Hurricane Irma was a Category 5 storm when it slammed into the
island of Barbuda. With up to 185 mile per hour sustained winds, it devastated that island.
Barbuda’s prime minister said the island is now “barely habitable.” Irma’s path of destruction
continued through other islands such as Saint Martin and Saint Barthélemy.

We encourage you to expeditiously assist all the people now dealing with the aftermath of Irma;
of course the most direct responsibility for our government are the Americans also stranded in
these islands. Our constituents are asking for help. Such assistance is all the more important
because of the scope of the devastation and the difficulty in coordinating relief efforts among so
many different jurisdictions.

Additionally, another hurricane, Jose, may pass through some of these same locations soon. We
urge you to rescue Americans before doing so is made all the more difficult by another storm;
further we ask for an update on what you are doing and plan to do in this regard.

We look forward to your prompt response.

Eric Swalwell Eliot Engel
Member of Congress : Member of Congress
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